
Oliver Hazard Perry Rhode Island 

SSV Oliver Hazard Perry Mainmast Stepping Ceremony 

September 24, 2014, 10:30 am 

 Ringing of SSV Oliver Hazard Perry’s Bell by Rick Williams, III, Capt. USCG (Ret.), OHPRI Board 

Member 

 Welcoming Remarks by Captain Richard Bailey, Master of Ceremonies 

 Remarks by Bart Dunbar, Board Chairman 

 Remarks by Donald Christ, Esq., President, Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust 

 Presentation to VADM Thomas Weschler, USN (Ret.) and Bart Dunbar by RADM Glenn Whisler, 

USN (Ret.), Board Liaison to the Armed Forces 

 Placement of the Commemorative Coin by Samuel Appleton Treherne-Thomas & Ben Grenier, 

Perry Family Descendants 

 Mast Stepping 

 Firing of Oliver Hazard Perry’s Cannon 

The Significance of Mast Stepping 

There is a long and rich history of placing coins beneath masts to address an assortment of superstitions; 

today we place our coins to bring good luck and to memorialize a significant moment in the process of 

our ship’s creation. The coin that is being placed in SSV Oliver Hazard Perry’s mainmast step is a U.S. 

Mint 1936 Rhode Island Tercentenary Half Dollar to commemorate the 1636 founding of Providence, RI. 

The co-designer of this coin was John Howard Benson of the famed John Stevens Shop. This coin and the 

coins under the foremast and mizzenmast were donated by OHPRI Board Member, James Pickering. 

The Significance of SSV Oliver Hazard Perry’s Mainmast 

The mainmast of SSV Oliver Hazard Perry is comprised of three specific spar sections. The 65’ long lower 

mast section is 26” round and made from steel, specifically constructed as pipe for the oil and gas 

industry. The upper two mainmast sections, called the topmast and t’gallant, are made of Douglas fir 

that came from a private tree farm in Rainier, Ore. and were made by The Spar Shop at Grays Harbor 

Seaport in Washington State on what is said to be the largest spar lathe in North America, if not the 

world. All combined, the mainmast is 132‘ long and will rise 13 ½ stories (120’) above the deck of SSV 

Oliver Hazard Perry. Interestingly, Perry’s 19 wooden spars collectively weigh more than 35 and 1/2 tons 

and measure to a total of 25,182 board feet—enough to build a house of over 3,700 square feet. 

The shrouds and backstays have been fabricated at New England Boatworks by a team of riggers 

employed by OHPRI since March 2014. With the installation of the mizzenmast later this afternoon, this 

rig team will now spend the next eight weeks completing the rig of the ship here at this dock space 

generously provided by The Hinckley Company. It will be comprised of seven miles of rope and 4 miles 

of wire, which will support and trim 20 sails with 14,000 sq. ft. of sail area. 

Texas and Newport resident Dan Tutcher sponsored the purchase of the mainmast lower mast section, 

as well as the lowers for the foremast and mizzenmast. Volvo of America and Combined Transport 

donated to the transportation of the spars from Washington. 

Upon completion, the Board of Directors of Oliver Hazard Perry Rhode Island will be honored to 

dedicate the impressive rig of SSV Oliver Hazard Perry to the Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust for 

its significant generosity and shared vision of what this unprecedented shipbuilding project will 

contribute to Newport County and Rhode Island with respect to education, culture and economic 

development.    


